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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Swinton. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Swinton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen  : 

This  annual  report  of  the  health  of  your  district  includes 
details  of  the  County  Council  health  and  school  health  services. 

The  population  of  Swinton  showed  a  natural  increase 
of  121,  although  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  for  mid-1968  shows  an  increase  of  110. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  again  no  maternal 
deaths  in  the  district.  The  deaths  of  8  infants  under  a  year  of 
age  were  recorded  from  a  total  of  280  live  births.  All  but  2 
of  these  infants  were  born  in  hospital  and  7  of  the  8  deaths 
occurred  in  hospital.  The  infant  mortality  rate,  i.e.  deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  was  28-6.  This 
rate  compares  with  the  rate  of  44*9  recorded  last  year  and  a 
West  Riding  rate  of  18-5.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  18-3,  and  for  the  whole  of  this  health  division  19-0. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  18-0  per  thousand  popu¬ 
lation  comparing  with  a  rate  of  17*8  for  the  West  Riding  as 
a  whole  and  15-8  for  Swinton  LIrban  District  in  1967. 

The  corrected  death  rate  from  all  causes  was  14-3  which 
is  in  excess  of  that  for  the  West  Riding  administrative  county 
which  was  12-6.  159  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year. 
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and  51  of  these  were  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  disease.  The 
death  rate  from  this  cause  was  3-55  (West  Riding  admini¬ 
strative  county  rate  4*34).  Deaths  from  cancer  totalled  28 
corresponding  to  a  rate  of  1-95  as  against  an  administrative 
county  rate  of  2T4.  Respiratory  disease  accounted  for  23 
deaths  with  a  death  rate  of  1-60  (West  Riding  1*66)  and  29 
deaths  were  due  to  cerebro-vascular  diseases  corresponding 
to  a  death  rate  of  2-02  against  a  West  Riding  rate  of  1-76. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

20  illegitimate  births  were  registered  compared  with  16 
in  1967.  No  deaths  were  recorded  of  illegitimate  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 

Sections  C\  D’  and  ‘E’  of  this  report  have  been  com¬ 
piled  by  Mr.  E.  Fuller,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 
relate  to  the  environmental  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

I  am  indebted  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  Department,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
assistance. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  CUSITER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Divisional  Public  Health  Office, 
Dunford  House, 

Wath-upon-Dearne, 

Rotherham. 

Tel.  No.  Wath-upon-Dearne  2251/2. 
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SECTION  “A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 


(a)  General  Statistics 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,718 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident 

Population  Mid-1968  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,350 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1968  4,867 

Population  density  (persons  per  house)  ...  ...  3-0 

House  density  (houses  per  acre)  ...  ...  ...  2-8 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £405,714 

Net  product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,590 


(b)  Physical  and  Social  Conditions 

The  estimate  of  the  resident  population  at  30th  June, 
1968  shows  an  increase  of  110  over  the  previous  year.  The 
natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
was  121,  which  suggests  that  there  has  been  little  or  no  move¬ 
ment  in  population  to  or  from  the  town. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  at  the 
31st  December,  1968  was  12  fewer  than  at  the  previous  year 
end.  57  new  houses  were  completed,  30  by  the  local  authority 
and  27  by  private  enterprise.  69  houses  were  demolished. 


Live  Births  : 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

144 

136 

280 

Legitimate 

131 

129 

260 

Illegitimate 

.  13 

7 

20 

5 


Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected) 


per  1 .000  population  ... 

•  •  • 

19-5 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected) 
per  1 .000  population  ... 

•  •  • 

18-0 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of 
total  live  births 

•  •  • 

7-2% 

Still-births  : 

Males 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Females 

3 

Total 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

. . . 

14-1 

Total  live  and  still-births  ...  145 

139 

284 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2 

8 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

•  •  • 

28-6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

•  •  • 

26-1 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

50-0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

21-4 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

14-3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still¬ 
births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28-2 
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Maternal  mortality,  including  abortion  : 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1.000  total  live  and  still-births  ...  0“0 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Death  Rate  (uncorrected)  ...  ...  ...  11*1 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14-3 

Natural  increase  of  population  ...  ...  ...  121 
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Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1968  in  the  Urban  District  of  Swinton 

General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  Strand,  W.C.2. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1968  in  the  Urban  District  of  Swinton 

General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  Strand,  W.C.2. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1968  in  the  Urban  District  of  Swinton 

General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  Strand,  W.C.2. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age,  1968 
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SWINTON  1968 


Swinton 

Urban 

District 

1968 

Div.  26 

1968 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admini¬ 

strative 

County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Population 

14,350 

110,070 

1,260,340 

1,774,270 

* 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

19  5 

18-2 

17-5 

17*6 

Live  Births  (Corrected) 

180 

— 

17-9 

17  8 

16-9 

Death  Rate — All  causes 
Crude 

ID 

11-2 

12*3 

11-6 

Death  Rate — All  causes 
Corrected 

14-3 

— 

12  9 

12-6 

11-9 

Tuberculosis : 
Respiratory 

0  00 

0  02 

003 

003 

0  03 

Other  Forms 

0  00 

004 

002 

0  01 

001 

All  Forms 

0  00 

005 

0  05 

0  05 

004 

Cancer 

1  95 

2  07 

2-25 

2-14 

2-32 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System 

2  02 

1-52 

1  -89 

1-76 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases  . 

3-55 

3-69 

4-64 

4-34 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1-60 

1  95 

1-74 

1  66 

• 

Maternal  Mortality 

o-oo 

000 

009 

0  09 

0-24 

Infantile  Mortality 

28-6 

190 

19-7 

18-5 

18-3 

Neo  Natal  Mortality . 

21*4 

16  5 

131 

121 

12-4 

Perinatal  Mortality 

28-2 

31-4 

25-8 

25  0 

24*7 

Still-Births  . 

141 

16-7 

14-4 

14-3 

14-3 

^Figures  not  available. 
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DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS 


It  should  be  remembered  that  the  rates  quoted  below 
are  calculated  on  relatively  small  numbers  and  that  variations 
from  year  to  year  may  or  may  not  be  statistically  valid.  It  is 
of  value,  however,  to  compare  the  differing  rates  over  a  period 
of  years. 


Live  Births  : 

In  the  Divisional  Area  in  1968  165  illegitimate  births 
have  been  recorded  from  a  total  of  2,039  live  and  still  births. 
8%  of  all  births  in  the  Division  were  therefore  illegitimate. 
Two  years  ago  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  5.5, 
and  in  1967  it  was  7%.  This  rising  trend  in  illegitimate  births 
applies  to  the  whole  country  but  is  more  pronounced  in  the 
larger  cities  and  towns. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Division  in  1968  was  18.2  per 
thousand  live  births,  which  is  similar  to  the  rate  for  the 
previous  year.  For  the  administrative  county  the  rate  in  1968 
was  17.6  and  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  16.9.  The 
Divisional  rate  is  therefore  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the 
West  Riding  and  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  in  1968,.  was  773.  However,  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  mid-1968  for  the 
Division  as  a  whole  showed  only  an  increase  of  80.  It  would 
appear,  therefore,  that  slightly  under  700  people  have  moved 
from  the  area  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a  contraction 
of  the  coal  industry,  and  it  may  be  that  some  of  the  families 
have  moved  to  other  areas  of  the  country  in  search  of  alter¬ 
native  employment.  There  is  also  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
size  of  the  populations  of  adjoining  rural  districts,  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  local  families  are  moving  into  the  neighbouring 
villages  where  modern  houses  have  recently  been  constructed 
in  pleasant  surroundings. 


Deaths  : 

The  unadjusted  death  rate  for  the  Division  from  all 
causes  was  11.2  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population.  The 
corresponding  rate  for  the  West  Riding  was  11.6  and  for 
England  and  Wales  1  1 .9. 

Infant  Mortality  : 

The  infant  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  the  Division  in 
1968  was  19-0  per  thousand  live  births  compared  with  a  rate 
of  25-9  in  1967  and  22-1  in  1966.  This  improvement  in  the 


infant  mortality  rate  is  encouraging  and  it  compares  with  a 
rate  of  18-5  for  the  West  Riding  administrative  county,  and 
18-3  for  England  and  Wales.  A  total  of  38  infants  died  under 
one  year  of  age,  and  30  of  these  survived  less  than  seven  days. 
Prematurity  remains  the  dominant  factor  and  22  of  the  38 
infants  which  died  were  born  prematurely. 


Peri-natal  Mortality  : 

The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  includes  all  stillbirths  and 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age  per  thousand  live  and 
stillbirths.  It  therefore  provides  a  reliable  guide  to  the  standard 
of  maternal  care.  In  1968  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  for  the 
Health  Division  26  was  31*4  as  against  a  rate  of  29*5  in  1967. 
The  rate  for  the  West  Riding  administrative  county  in  1968 
was  25-0. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths  was 
16-7  compared  with  14-3  in  1967  and  the  increase  in  this  rate 
is  reflected  in  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate.  The  stillbirth  rate 
per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths  for  the  West  Riding  admini¬ 
strative  county  in  1968  was  14-3. 


T  uberculosis 

As  in  the  two  previous  years  there  was  a  total  of  6 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  1968.  This  corresponds 
to  a  death  rate  of  0*05  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The 
rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0*02,  and  for  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  0*04. 

If  the  present  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  to  be 
maintained  and  improved,  we  must  continue  our  efforts  at 
eradication  of  this  disease. 


Cancer  : 

A  total  of  228  deaths  were  attributed  to  cancer  of  all 
sites  in  1968  and  this  was  an  increase  of  20  deaths  over  the 
figure  for  1967.  The  death  rate  was  2*07  (1*95  in  1967  and 
1*76  in  1966).  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  totalled  56 
which  is  one  fewer  than  in  1967.  25%  of  all  cancer  deaths  were 
due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  all  but  6  of  the  deaths  were 
in  males. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  uterus 
corresponding  to  a  death  rate  of  0*08  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  rate  for  the  administrative  county 
was  0*09. 


Cerebrovascular  Diseases  : 

The  death  rate  attributed  to  this  cause  was  1*52 
compared  with  a  West  Riding  rate  of  1-76.  Under  this  heading 
deaths  are  included  from  such  factors  as  strokes  due  to 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  thrombosis  or  embolism,  and  mortality 
increases  progressively  with  age. 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  : 

This  group  of  diseases  includes  coronary  diseases  and 
angina,  and  represents  the  most  common  cause  of  death  in  the 
country.  Mortality  is  appreciably  higher  at  the  age  of  55  and 
upwards.  The  rate  for  the  Division  in  1968  was  3-69  which 
compares  with  the  rate  of  4-34  for  the  county  as  a  whole. 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  : 

215  deaths  were  recorded  under  this  heading  of  which 
117  (55%)  were  attributed  to  chronic  bronchitis.  The  death 
rate  of  1*95  per  thousand  was  higher  than  for  last  year  in  the 
Division  when  a  rate  of  1-56  was  recorded.  It  is  also  higher 
than  the  rates  for  the  administrative  county — 1-66  and  the 
aggregate  of  urban  districts  in  the  county  1-74.  In  comparison 
with  other  causes  of  death,  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases 
are  disproportionately  high  in  this  area.  Not  only  are  respir- 
atory  diseases  a  major  cause  of  death,  but  chronic  bronchitis 
is  a  cause  of  frequent  and  repeated  illness  amongst  the  working 
population.  The  condition  is  to  some  extent  preventable  in 
that  cigarette  smoking  and  atmospheric  pollution  are  major 
factors  in  causing  the  condition. 


Maternal  Mortality  : 

I  am  again  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths  recorded  in  the  Division  in  1968. 


SECTION  W 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 
Staff  at  31st  December,  1968 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Dr.  D.  J.  Cusiter 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  V.  Dunford 

Departmental  Medical  Officers : 
Dr.  S.  K.  Pande.  Margaret  Bolsover. 

Part-time  Medical  Officers : 


Drs.  F.  Amin* 

Barbara  Demaine, 


I.  Campbell, 
Jessica  Core, 
Mary  Scott, 

H.  H.  Smith, 

J.  Wilczynski. 


M.  F.  W.  Bajorek, 


P.  L,  Baker, 
B.  R.  Baker, 
D.  M.  Bell, 


Obstetrician  : 

Dr.  J.  C.  Mac  William 


Ophthalmologists  : 


Miss  M.  A.  C.  Jones, 
(Consultant) 


Dr.  S.  K.  Banner) ee. 


Child  Psychiatrist : 
Dr.  J.  D.  Orme 


Health  Visitors  and  Assistant  Health  Visitors  : 


Mrs.  E.  Appleyard, 

Mrs.  M.  Mitchell, 

Mrs.  J.  Brown, 

Mrs.  I.  Pettman, 

Mrs.  G.  I.  Ellis, 

Mrs.  O.  Smith, 

Miss  L.  Ferneyhough. 

Miss  M.  Sorby, 

Mrs.  M.  Fisher, 

Miss  A.  D.  Willoughby, 

Mrs.  D.  Goddard, 

Miss  H.  Wray, 

Miss  M.  L.  Hampshire, 

Mrs.  N.  Breeze, 

Mrs.  M.  Jenkinson, 

Mrs.  G.  Malpass, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Knowles, 

Mrs.  N.  M.  Noble, 

Miss  V.  McCulloch, 

Miss  P.  A.  Yarwood, 

Mrs.  }.  V.  McLoughlin, 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Milnes, 

Mrs.  I.  Senior. 

Midwives  : 

Miss  }.  Dearden, 

Miss  G.  Randall, 

Mrs.  O.  D.  Edwards. 

Mrs.  N.  Roe, 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Green, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Smith, 

Mrs.  J.  Gross, 

Mrs.  M.  Panton, 

Mrs.  A.  Hessam, 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Taylor, 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Hillery, 

Mrs.  M.  Venables, 

Miss  K.  A.  A.  Howland, 

Mrs.  R.  Williams, 

Mrs.  B.  Hill, 

Miss  D.  A.  M.  Spencer, 

Mrs.  V.  J.  Marley, 

Mrs.  J.  Godfrey. 

District  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  M.  Brooks, 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Hucknall, 

Mrs.  J.  Cox, 

Mrs.  A.  Leaver, 

Mrs.  H.  Dyson, 

Mrs.  M.  McCormack, 

Mrs.  E.  Elsworth, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Moore, 

Mrs.  E.  Firth, 

Mrs.  M.  Probert, 

Miss  E.  Gill, 

Mrs.  K.  Roebuck, 

Mrs.  I.  Goldsbrough, 

Mrs.  M.  Waldron, 

Mrs.  N.  Harrison, 

Mrs.  M.  Herring, 

Mrs.  J.  Wilson. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  : 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Redman.  Miss  D.  Bailey. 

Mr.  P.  Leslie, 


Mrs.  J.  Cavill, 
Mr.  D.  Beevers, 
Mr.  T.  Garbett, 
Mrs.  E.  Naylor, 
Mrs.  I.  Ardron, 


Training  Centre  : 

Supervisor  :  Miss  E.  Taylor 


Mrs.  M.  Gray, 

Mrs.  M.  Clarke, 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Marshall, 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Thompson. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Lewis, 


Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff  :-  Senior  Clerks  : 

Mr.  P.  Goddard,  Mr.  A.  Wilkinson. 


Mr.  E.  K.  New 
Miss  J.  Flavell, 


Sectional  Clerks 

Mr.  H.  Haigh. 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Sturman. 


Mrs.  S.  Clare, 

Mrs.  A.  Mann, 

Mrs.  F.  Shaw, 

Miss  J.  E.  Hutchinson, 
Mrs.  M.  Mason  (P.T.), 
Mrs.  J.  Chantry  (P.T.), 


Clerks  : 

Miss  L.  Jones, 

Miss  J.  Worton. 

M  iss  O.  Stanton. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Moran, 
Mrs.  D.  Law  (P.T.) 


Home  Helps  : 
178  home  helps 


LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  -  Section  22 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 


C.W.C.  Welfare  Avenue, 
Conisbrough. 

Tuesday 

2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Mac  William 

C.W.C.  Church  Road, 

Denaby  Main. 

10 

Wednesday 
a.m.  -  12  noon 

do. 

C.W.C.  Welfare  Park, 
Goldthorpe. 

Thursday 

2-4  p.m. 

do. 

C.W.C.  Adwick  Road, 
Mexborough. 

Wednesday 
2-4  p.m. 

do. 

C.W.C.  Barbers  Avenue, 
Rawmarsh. 

10 

Thursday 
a.m.  -  12  noon 

Dr.  Mary  Scott 

C.W.C.  Rock  House, 

Swinton. 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 
and  2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Smith 

(Well-woman  Clinic) 

C.W.C.  off  Houghton  Road, 
Thurnscoe. 

10 

Friday 

a.m.  -  12  noon 

Dr.  J.  C.  MacWilliam 

C.W.C.  Church  Street, 

Wath-upon-Dearne. 

Friday 

2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  F.  Amin 

Attendances  : 


Clinic 

No.  of  patients 
who  attended 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Conisbrough  ... 

40 

213 

Conisbrough 

G.P.  Clinic... 

180 

851 

Denaby  Main  .. 

60 

497 

Goldthorpe 

55 

194 

Mexborough  ... 

49 

243 

Mexborough 

G.P.  Clinic... 

139 

690 

Rawmarsh 

Barbers  Ave. 

135 

635 

Swinton 

72 

463 

Thurnscoe 

60 

156 

Wath-upon- 

Dearne 

69 

337 

TOTAL 

859 

4279 

Dr.  J.  C.  MacWilliam  who  also  holds  an  appointment 
as  Senior  Hospital  Medical  Officer  at  the  Montagu  Hospital, 
Mexborough,  is  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  Ante-natal  clinics  at  Denaby  Main,  Conisbrough, 
Mexborough,  Goldthorpe  and  Thurnscoe,  and  I  am  grateful  for 
the  co-operation  and  support  received  from  him  during  the 
year.  The  group  practice  at  Conisbrough  have  for  the  past 
three  years  held  their  ante-natal  clinic  in  the  Conisbrough 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  during  this  period  there  has  been 
a  steady  improvement  in  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  in  this 
area.  Two  General  Practitioners  in  Mexborough  and  one  in 
Kilnhurst  also  share  accommodation  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 
for  their  clinics,  and  in  other  areas  District  Midwives  attend 
ante-natal  clinics  held  in  family  doctors’  surgeries. 

Ante-natal  Relaxation  Classes  : 

Relaxation  classes  are  held  at  7  centres  which  are  listed 
below  : —  Clinic  No.  of  Attendances 


Goldthorpe 

285 

Mexborough 

96 

Rawmarsh 

356 

Swinton 

256 

Thurnscoe 

180 

Wath-upon-Dearne 

238 

Conisbrough 

TOTAL 

143 

1,554 

Family  Planning  Clinics  : 

Family  Planning  Clinics  provided  by  the  Mexborough 
Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  are  held  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Mexborough,  each  Tuesday  evening 
between  6.15  p.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  (except  in  August).  Patients 
attend  by  appointment  only.  The  Association  also  provide  a 
Cervical  Cytology  service  in  addition  to  that  provided  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority  and  some  General  Practitioners. 

The  Branch  is  supported  financially  by  a  grant  from  the 
West  Riding  County  Council,  and  they  have  co-operated  with 
the  Health  Visitors  in  providing  assistance  to  mothers  of 
problem  families  who  are  referred  to  the  clinic. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  : 

C.W.C.  Conisbrough 
Monday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Denaby  Main 
Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Goldthorpe 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Mexborough 

Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Rawmarsh  (Monkwood) 
Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Rawmarsh  (Barbers  Avenue) 
Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Swinton 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Thurnscoe 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

Tuesday  2-4  pun. 

C.W.C.  Wath-upon-Deame 
Monday  2-4  p.m. 

Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Kilnhurst 

Wednesday  2-4  p.m. 


Dr.  M.  Bajorek 

Dr.  M.  Bajorek 

Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine 

Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine 
Dr.  S.  K.  Pande 

Dr.  D.  M.  Bell 

Dr.  Jessica  Core 

Dr.  I.  Campbell 

Dr.  J.  Wilczynski 
(for  both  sessions) 

Dr.  D.  M.  Bell 
(for  both  sessions) 

Dr.  Jessica  Core 


Attendances  : 


Centre 

No.  of  individual 

Total  No.  of 

children  who  attended 

Attendances 

Under  1  year 

Over  1  year 

Conisbrough 

622 

1271 

1371 

Denaby  Main 

222 

801 

649 

Goldthorpe 

536 

1384 

1115 

Kilnhurst 

219 

794 

876 

Mexborough 

493 

3927 

698 

Monkwood 

334 

683 

694 

Rawmarsh 

513 

930 

875 

Swinton 

576 

2008 

1629 

Thumscoe 

764 

1936 

2612 

Wath-on-Dearnc 

803 

1951 

2146 

5082 

15685 

12665 

All  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  area  have  a  Medical 
Officer  in  attendance  and  provide  complete  facilities  for  the 
examination  of  the  children  under  school  age  and  for  im¬ 
munisation  and  vaccination.  In  addition,  the  Health  Visitors 
take  the  opportunity  to  introduce  Health  Education  activities 
during  the  infant  welfare  sessions,  and  National  Welfare 
Foods  and  other  proprietary  brands  of  infant  foods  are  avail¬ 
able  for  sale  to  mothers. 


Premature  Infants  : 

A  premature  infant  is  defined  as  one  which  weighs 
5J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  even  though  the  mother  may  have  gone 
full  term. 


During  the  year  in  review,  there  were  167  premature 
births  including  13  sets  of  twins.  This  total  includes  22  still¬ 
births.  Only  18  of  the  small  babies  were  born  at  home  and 
89'%,  or  149,  were  born  in  hospital. 


22  premature  babies  died  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life,  and  3  of  these  were  under  2  lbs  in  weight  ;  4  others 
weighed  between  2  and  3  lbs.,  and  9  weighed  between  3  and 
4  lbs. 


85%  of  all  premature  babies  survived  over  twenty- 
eight  days. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS  BORN  IN  1968 
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Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  Child  : 

165  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  1968 
representing  8%  of  all  births.  124  of  these  came  to  the  notice 
of  this  Department  and  these  are  analysed  as  follows  : 


Marital  Status  : 

( 1  )  Married  : 

(a)  with  previous  illegitimate  children 

(b)  without  previous  illegitimate  children 

(2)  Single  : 

(a)  with  previous  illegitimate  children 

(b)  without  previous  illegitimate  children 

(3)  Widowed  or  Divorced  : 

(a)  with  previous  illegitimate  children 

(b)  without  previous  illegitimate  children 


17 

22 

11 

66 

4 

4 


Age  incidence  : 

( 1  )  Under  15  .  Nil 

(2)  Age  15  -  19 .  41 

(3)  Age  20  -  24  .  44 

(4)  Age  25  -  29  .  26 

(5)  Age  30  -  39  .  12 

(6)  Age  40  and  over .  1 

The  County  Council  operate  a  scheme  for  the  care  of 
the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  which  provides  for  the 
financial  responsibilty  to  be  accepted  by  the  County  Council 
for  the  maintenance  of  unmarried  mothers  in  Welfare  Homes 
for  a  period  of  thirteen  weeks  excluding  the  lying-in  period. 


In  this  area  we  rely  heavily  on  the  help  and  co-operation 
of  the  social  workers  employed  by  the  Doncaster  and  Sheffield 
Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Councils  in  making  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  unmarried  mothers,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks 
to  all  concerned. 


Problem  Families  : 

The  County  Council  have  a  scheme  whereby  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  the 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer  they  will  guarantee  to  district 
councils  the  rent  of  council  houses  where  there  are  young 
children  in  the  family,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  family 
would  be  made  homeless  if  they  were  evicted  for  rent  arrears. 
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During  1968  rent  guarantees  were  made  in  respect  of  26 
families  in  the  Division.  The  position  is  reviewed  every  six 
months,  and  meanwhile  supervisory  visits  are  maintained  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  in  an  effort  to  rehabilitate 
the  family  and  achieve  better  household  management. 

In  most  cases  there  has  been  at  least  limited  success, 
though  a  small  minority  of  families  have  eventually  been 
evicted  when  the  rent  guarantee  was  withdrawn. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  chairman  of  a  co¬ 
ordinating  committee  which  consists  of  representatives  from 
the  Education  Department,  Welfare  and  Children’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  Urban  District  Councils,  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social 
Security,  National  Coal  Board,  Probation  Service,  N.S.P.C.C., 
and  Health  Department.  This  committee  meets  to  discuss  the 
action  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  the  worst  of  the  problem 
families. 


MIDWIFERY  —  SECTION  23 

At  the  31st  December,  1968,  there  were  18  District 
Midwives  employed  in  the  area.  All  were  authorised  to  use 
their  private  cars  on  the  official  duty  of  the  County  Council. 

The  ratio  of  domiciliary  births  in  1968  fell  to  26%  with 
the  result  that  the  average  number  of  confinements  per  midwife 
during  1968  was  only  30.  Six  years  ago  the  District  Midwife 
was  averaging  over  50  deliveries  per  year.  In  order  to  maintain 
her  technique,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  local 
maternity  hospital  at  Mexborough  for  each  District  Midwife 
to  undertake  one  week’s  in-service  training  at  the  hospital. 

There  were  2,039  live  and  stillbirths  recorded  in  1968, 
and  516  confinements  took  place  at  home.  General  Practi¬ 
tioners  were  present  at  106  births,  and  medical  aid  was 
requested  by  the  midwife  on  30  occasions. 

District  Midwives  attended  119  mothers  who  were 
delivered  in  hospital  and  discharged  home  after  48  hours.  A 
further  349  mothers  who  were  discharged  before  the  fifth  day, 
and  288  who  were  discharged  between  the  fifth  and  tenth  day, 
were  also  attended  by  the  District  Midwife. 

One  midwife  attended  a  refresher  course  during  the 
year  as  required  under  Section  ‘G’  of  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  and  additionally  two  midwives  attended  a 
course  of  instruction  at  the  County  Council’s  Adult  College 
at  Grantley  Hall. 
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Whilst  the  District  Midwives  in  this  Division  are  not 
attached  to  general  practices,  the  closest  liaison  is  maintained 
with  family  doctors,  and  midwives  attend  ante-natal  clinics 
run  by  General  Practitioners  both  in  Local  Health  Authority 
clinics  and  in  their  own  surgeries.  Midwives  are  also  in 
attendance  at  the  Cervical  Cytology  clinic  held  weekly  at  Rock 
House,  Swinton,  and  they  organise  ante-natal  relaxation  clinics 
at  7  centres.  All  are  trained  in  the  use  of  the  film  projector,  and 
Health  Education  activities  are  a  feature  of  relaxation  clinics. 


HEALTH  VISITING  —  SECTION  24 

At  the  31st  December,  1968,  there  were  18  qualified 
Health  Visitors  and  6  Assistants  to  Health  Visitors  employed 
in  the  Division.  Two  of  the  Health  Visitors  continued  to  work 
as  Field  Work  Instructors  in  connection  with  the  Health 
Visitors’  Training  Course  at  the  Sheffield  College  of  Tech¬ 
nology.  During  the  year  one  of  the  Assistants  to  the  Health 
Visitors  left  to  take  up  training  on  the  Health  Visitors’  Course 
at  Sheffield. 

Two  Health  Visitors  attended  Post  Graduate  Refresher 
Courses  at  Canterbury  during  the  year,  whilst  five  attended 
courses  at  Grantley  Hall,  two  attended  courses  at  Scawsby 
and  Wakefield,  and  one  attended  a  Joint  Health  and  Education 
Department  Conference  at  Bramley  Grange.  A  course  was  also 
held  at  the  Goldthorpe  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  1968  for 
Assistants  to  Health  Visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  south  of  the 
county  area.  This  was  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  held  and  was 
most  successful. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  s  Computer  Scheme 
for  immunisation  and  vaccination  was  extended  to  include 
Health  Division  26,  and  as  from  the  1st  July,  1968,  the  records 
relating  to  the  immunisation  and  vaccination  of  all  children 
born  in  the  Division  after  that  date  are  now  recorded  and 
invitations  issued  by  the  computer.  It  was  necessary  to  arrange 
meetings  of  Health  Visitors,  family  doctors,  receptionists  and 
clerical  staff  to  explain  the  implications  of  the  scheme. 

All  Health  Visitors  in  the  area  are  attached  to  general 
practices  and  the  benefit  of  this  closer  liaison  between  General 
Practitioners  and  the  Health  Department  becomes  more 
evident  each  year.  The  Health  Visitor  is  now  accepted  by  the 
General  Practitioner  as  a  professional  colleague  and  as  part  of 
a  medical  team.  A  total  of  600  patients  were  visited  by  the 
H  ealth  Visitors  during  the  year  at  the  special  request  of  the 
family  doctor.  As  most  social  problems  are  concerned  with 
patients  aged  65  or  over,  it  is  not  surprising  that  506  of  these 
cases  were  of  patients  in  this  age  group. 
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As  part  of  the  co-operation  between  this  Department, 
the  Education  Department  and  the  Local  Hospital  Board, 
students  from  the  grammar  schools,  training  colleges  and  local 
hospitals  have  visited  the  clinics  in  the  area  and  have  been 
given  insight  into  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  and  School 
Nurse. 

An  important  part  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work  is 
Health  Education  and  this  she  undertakes  in  the  clinic,,  in  the 
home  and  in  the  school.  Full  details  of  Health  Education 
activities  in  the  area  are  given  later  in  this  report. 

Three  Health  Visitors  attend  five  hospitals  in  the  area 
on  liaison  duties,  and  two  other  Health  Visitors  attend  in  a 
similar  capacity  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
the  Health  Visitors  during  1968. 


Health  Visiting  and  Tuberculosis  Visiting  : 

1.  Total  number  of  cases 

2.  Children  born  in  1968 

3.  Children  born  in  1967 

4.  Children  born  in  1963-66 

5.  Total  number  of  children  in  lines  2-4 

6.  Persons  aged  65  or  over 
(excluding  ‘domestic  help  only’  visits) 


No.  of  cases 
(i.e.  first 
visits) 

(1) 

14248 

1801 

1996 

4441 

8238 

3146 


7.  Number  included  in  line  6  who  were  visited 

at  the  special  request  of  a  general  pract¬ 
itioner  or  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  506 

8.  Mentally  disordered  persons  ...  ...  78 

9.  Number  included  in  line  8  who  were  visited 

at  the  special  request  of  a  general  pract¬ 
itioner  or  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


10.  Persons,  excluding  maternity  cases,  dis¬ 
charged  from  hospital  (other  than  mental 
hospitals)  .  332 
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No.  of  cases 
(i.e.  first 
visits) 

(i) 


11. 

Number  included  in  line  10  who  were  vis¬ 
ited  at  the  special  request  of  a  general 
practitioner  or  hospital 

151 

12. 

Number  of  tuberculosis  households  visited 
(i.e.,  visits  by  health  visitors  not  employed 
solely  on  tuberculosis  work) 

175 

13. 

Number  of  households  visited  on  account 
of  other  infectious  diseases  ... 

62 

14. 

Other  Cases  ... 

2217 

HOME  NURSING  —  SECTION  25 

The  Home  Nursing  staff  at  the  31st  December,  1968, 
consisted  of  18  full-time  and  1  part-time  nurse.  All  but  two 
of  the  full-time  staff  are  fully  qualified  District  Nurses.  I  wish 
to  record  my  thanks  to  Mrs.  K.  Roebuck  who  retired  during 
1968  following  many  years  devoted  service  in  the  Goldthorpe 
area. 


The  West  Riding  County  Council  operate  their  own 
training  scheme  for  District  Nurses,  and  Mrs.  M.  Brookes, 
who  is  employed  in  the  Thurnscoe  area,  trains  students  under 
this  scheme. 

Three  Home  Nurses  attended  refresher  courses  at  the 
County  Council’s  Adult  College  at  Grantley  Hall  in  September 
1968. 


As  with  the  Health  Visitors,  all  Home  Nurses  in  the 
Division  are  attached  to  general  practices,  and  the  scheme  is 
working  satisfactorily  and  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  patient. 

In  1968  Home  Nurses  made  52,426  visits  to  2,045 
patients.  1,102  of  these  cases  were  patients  who  were  aged  65 
and  over  and  they  received  31,888  visits.  511  patients  had 
more  than  24  visits  each  during  the  year. 

The  main  categories  of  diseases  for  which  these  patients 
were  treated  included  parasitic  diseases,  182  ;  respiratory 
diseases,  147  ;  anaemias,  114  ;  skin  diseases,  109  ;  diseases  of 
digestive  system,  99  ;  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  97. 
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574  patients  required  general  nursing  care  and  425 
others  were  visited  purely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
Home  Nurses  in  the  Division  during  the  year  : — 


Case  Summary  : 


Classification 

No.  of  cases 
attended 

No.  of  visits 
made 

Medical 

1,486 

40,136 

Surgical 

441 

9,708 

Infectious  Diseases 

17 

233 

Tuberculosis 

29 

1,579 

Maternal  complications 

46 

382 

Other 

26 

388 

TOTALS:  . 

2,045 

52,426 

Patients  included  above  who  were  aged  65 
or  over  . 

1,102 

31,888 

Children  included  above  who  were  under  5 
or  less  . 

78 

532 

Patients  included  above  who  have  had 

24  visits  or  more 

511 

37,456 

The  County  Council  operate  a  day  and  night  sitting 
service  to  provide  relief  for  relatives  nursing  patients  with 
terminal  illnesses.  The  service  is  mainly  confined  to  terminal 
cases  of  cancer,  and  in  1968  five  of  these  cases  were  helped 
when  1,687  hours  of  assistance  was  given  at  a  cost  of  £355. 
Three  other  cases  were  provided  with  assistance  to  the  extent 
of  483  hours  at  a  cost  of  £122. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  —  SECTION  26 


Smallpox  Vaccination 


Age  at  31/12/68 

Under  1 

\—4 

5—14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1968 

1963/66 

1958/66 

before  1958 

No.  Vaccinated 

Dearne 

3 

62 

5 

12 

82 

Conisbrough 

3 

59 

2 

1 

65 

Mexborough 

— 

36 

5 

16 

57 

Wath 

1 

55 

6 

8 

70 

Swinton 

1 

65 

4 

16 

86 

Rawmarsh 

4 

77 

1 

31 

113 

Total 

12 

354 

23 

84 

473 

No. Re-vaccinated 

Dearne 

— 

— 

— • 

4 

4 

Conisbrough 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Mexborough 

— 

— 

1 

7 

8 

Wath 

— 

1 

4 

23 

28 

Swinton 

— 

— 

— 

15 

15 

Rawmarsh 

— 

— 

1 

10 

11 

Total 

— 

3 

6 

61 

70 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  in  1968  was  473 
compared  with  522  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  infants 
who  were  vaccinated  was  less  than  in  1967,  i.e.  366  compared 
with  41  5. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 


Urban 

District 

No.  of  children  primarily 
Immunised 

No.  of  children  given 
booster  doses  during 
1968 

Under 

5  yrs. 

5—14 

years 

Total 

Conisbrough 

218 

181 

399 

677 

Dearne 

394 

300 

694 

726 

Mexborough 

224 

55 

279 

318 

Wath 

240 

56 

296 

689 

Swinton 

227 

25 

252 

377 

Rawmarsh 

283 

145 

428 

695 

Total 

1586 

762 

2348 

3482 

The  immunisation  rate  in  this  Division  is  at  a  satis¬ 
factory  level  and  no  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  reported  for 
many  years. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  : 


No.  of  persons  com- 

Total  persons  com- 

pletely  Vaccinated 

pletely  Vaccinated 

during  1968 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Dose 

Dose 

Dose 

Dose 

Children  born  in  years 
1953  —  1968 

870 

1440 

29616 

10111 

Young  Persons 

6 

2 

18215 

2431 

TOTAL 

876 

1442 

47831 

12541 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  —  SECTION  27 

The  local  ambulance  station  is  sited  at  Dunford  House, 
Wath-upon-Dearne,  adjacent  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 
The  Station  Officer,  Mr.  H.  Godley,  has  kindly  supplied  me 
with  the  statistics  relating  to  the  service  detailed  below.  In 
addition  to  Mr.  Godley  there  is  a  staff  of  34  consisting  of  5 
male  shift  leaders.  27  male  driver-attendants  and  2  clerk,/ 
telephonists. 

No.  of  patients  conveyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,884 

No.  of  journeys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,437 

Total  mileage  1/1/68  to  31/12/68  ...  ...  ...  217,732 


Details  of  journeys  : 

No.  of  patients  to  and  from  out-patients  clinics  ... 

No.  of  patients  for  admission  to  hospital 
(including  1,809  emergencies) 

No.  of  patients  for  discharge  from  hospital 

No.  of  patients  transferred  from  hospital  to 
hospital 

No.  of  accident  patients  ... 


33,534 

3,609 

2,874 

1,047 

820 


Total:  41,884 


There  are  8  vehicles  stationed  at  Wath-upon-Dearne 
all  equipped  with  short  wave  radio  communication  sets.  An 
extra  vehicle  was  due  to  be  delivered  during  1969. 
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All  new  entrants  to  the  service  must  eventually  attend 
a  residential  training  course  lasting  six  weeks  and  pass  an 
examination.  The  wages  structure  for  ambulance  personnel 
has  been  re-organised  to  take  into  account  extra  payments  for 
passing  proficiency  tests.  There  is  still  a  long  way  to  go  with 
regard  to  training  for  ambulance  staffs  but  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  now  taken  an  active  interest  in  this  matter  and 
things  are  changing  rapidly. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS- 
CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  —  SECTION  28 

Nursing  Equipment  in  the  Home  : 

Nursing  equipment  of  all  types  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  for  loan  to  patients  as  necessary.  During  the 
year,  1141  issues  of  home  nursing  equipment  were  made 
ranging  from  urinals  to  bedsteads  with  self  lifting  poles.  Much 
of  the  smaller  equipment  is  of  the  disposable  type,  as  indeed 
is  much  of  the  nursing  equipment  used  by  the  home  nurses. 


Hospital  After-care  : 

In  order  that  the  medical  staff  at  local  hospitals  have 
full  information  on  the  home  circumstances  of  patients,  and  to 
ensure  that  any  necessary  after  care  can  be  arranged  when 
patients  are  discharged,  three  Health  Visitors  in  the  Division 
attend  each  week  at  the  undermentioned  hospitals  : — 

Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

Fullerton  Hospital,  Denaby  Main. 

Wath  Wood  Hospital,  Wath-upon-Dearne. 

Rotherham  Hospital,  Doncaster  Gate,  Rotherham. 

Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 


Tuberculosis  After-care  : 

The  area  is  served  by  two  Chest  Physicians,  one  of 
whom  is  Dr.  }.  D.  Stevens  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Mexborough, 
and  the  other  Dr.  A.  C.  Morrison,  who  is  Consultant  Physician 
at  the  Rotherham  Chest  Clinic.  A  Health  Visitor  visits  the 
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Chest  Clinic  at  Mexborough  at  weekly  intervals  for  liaison 
work  and  she  maintains  contact  with  her  health  visiting 
colleagues  with  regard  to  the  follow-up  of  contacts  of  known 
cases  of  tuberculosis. 


During  the  year  31  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  191  contacts  of  these  cases  were  persuaded  to 
attend  the  chest  clinics. 


1,982  children  were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  and 
eighty-five  per  cent  of  these  accepted.  Of  this  number  1,171 
were  vaccinated  after  negative  heaf  tests.  The  incidence  of 
positive  reactions  was  within  normal  limits,  and  those  with 
grade  3  or  4  reactions  were  referred  to  the  chest  clinics  for 
further  investigation.  Happily  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
106  contacts  of  known  cases  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  by 
the  chest  physicians. 


The  South  Yorkshire  Area  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Hall  at  Thurnscoe  and  a  total 
of  739  persons  were  x-rayed  at  public  sessions.  65  persons 
were  discovered  to  have  abnormalities  as  follows  — 


Tuberculosis  —  inactive  ... 

Abnormalities  of  the  Bony  Thorax  and  Soft  Tissues 
—Acquired 

Bacterial  and  virus  infections  of  the  lungs 
Emphysema 

Pulmonary  fibrosis — non-tuberculosis  ... 

Pneumoconiosis — not  previously  certified 

Pneumoconiosis — previously  certified  ... 

Pleural  thickening  or  calcification — non-tuberculosis  ... 

Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and  oesophagus  ; 
congenital  and  acquired 

Congenital  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels  ... 

Acquired  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels  ... 


5 
1 

2 

2 

7 

11 

6 

10 

15 

1 

5 


Chiropody  Service : 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatments  provided 
during  1968  by  the  various  voluntary  agencies  or  by  direct 
service. 
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Summary  of  treatments  : 


Voluntary 

Association 

Total 

Sessions 

No.  of  Patients  treated 

No. 

of 

atten¬ 

dances 

Domi¬ 

ciliary 

Non- 

Domi- 

ciliary 

Total 

Bolton-on-Dearne  O.A.P. 
Association 

Goldthorpe  O.A.P.  Asso¬ 
ciation  . 

r 

137 

74 

314 

388 

1829 

Thurnscoe  O.A.P.  Asso¬ 
ciation 

Thurnscoe  W.V.S. 

Mexborough  Old  Folk’s 
Welfare  Committee 

172 

118 

325 

443 

2122 

Swinton  Aged  Peoples 
Welfare  Committee 

136 

91 

294 

385 

1574 

Rawmarsh  Aged  Peoples 
Welfare  Committee 

53 

52 

110 

162 

776 

Wath-on-Dearne  Aged 

Peoples  Welfare  Com’tee 

173 

228 

327 

555 

2377 

Total 

671 

563 

1370 

2430 

8678 

Direct  Service 

Goldthorpe . 

1 1 

22 

44 

66 

159 

Mexborough 

120 

93 

240 

333 

1486 

Rawmarsh 

171 

92 

324 

416 

1811 

Conisbrough-Denaby  Mn. 

131 

94 

270 

364 

1748 

Total 

433 

301 

878 

1179 

5204 

Cervical  Cytology  : 

This  service,  which  is  designed  to  detect  changes  in  the 
cells  of  the  cervix  which  if  left  undiscovered  might  possibly 
lead  to  a  malignancy  at  a  later  date,  commenced  in  June  1966. 
The  service  is  part  of  a  ‘well  woman  clinic’  as  at  the  same  time 
that  the  smears  are  taken  examination  is  also  made  of  the 
abdomen,  pelvic  organs  and  breasts. 

47  sessions  were  held  in  the  Division  at  which  561 
women  attended.  There  were  4  positive  smears  and  six  patients 
were  referred  to  their  family  doctors  for  investigation  of  minor 
abnormalities. 
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Phenylketonuria  : 

Wherever  possible  the  Health  Visitor  carried  out  the 
test  for  phenylketonuria  on  all  babies  between  the  ages  of 
four  to  six  weeks.  In  1968,  2,032  babies  were  so  tested.  None 
of  these  tests  proved  positive. 


Joint  Wardens  Schemes  for  the  Supervision  of  the  Aged  : 

These  schemes  organised  jointly  by  the  County  Council 
and  Local  District  Councils  provide  for  the  supervision  by 
wardens  of  aged  persons  both  in  units  or  other  purpose  built 
accommodation  and  in  ordinary  dwelling  houses.  The  wardens 
may  or  may  not  be  resident. 

In  many  schemes  there  is  some  form  of  mechanical 
communication  installed  between  the  warden’s  flat  and  the 
individual  dwellings. 

The  following  are  details  of  warden  schemes  in  the 
various  districts  : — 

Conisbrough  : 

5  resident  wardens  supervising  schemes  at  : — 
Shepherds  Close,  Denaby  Main. 

Community  Centre,  Conisbrough. 

Wellgate  Flats,  Conisbrough  (2  wardens) 
Barton  Place,  Conisbrough. 

1  warden  is  employed  for  the  supervision  of  old 
people  in  private  houses  in  Denaby  Main. 

Dearne  : 

12  wardens  supervising  schemes  at: — 

Chestnut  Grove,  Thurnscoe. 

Low  Grange  Road,  Thurnscoe  (2  wardens) 
Market  Square,  Goldthorpe. 

King  Street,  Goldthorpe. 

Green  Gate  Close,  Bolton-on-Dearne. 
Goldthorpe  Road,  Goldthorpe. 

Hawthorne  Flats,  Thurnscoe. 

Windsor  Court,  Thurnscoe. 

Saltersbrook  Flats,  Highgate  (2  wardens) 
Ladycroft,  High  Street,  Bolton-on-Dearne. 

Mexborough  : 

6  wardens  supervising  schemes  at  : — 

Pitt  Street,  Mexborough. 

Crossgate  and  Montagu  Street,  Mexborough. 
Highwoods  Road,  Mexborough. 

Oak  Close,  Mexborough. 

Maple  Leaf  Court,  Mexborough. 

Hallgate,  Mexborough. 

There  are  also  7  wardens  for  private  properties 
in  Mexborough. 
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Rawmarsh  : 


3  wardens  supervising  bungalows  in  — 
Greenfield,  Rawmarsh. 

Arcon  Place,  Rawmarsh. 

Rockcliffe  Road/Barbers  Avenue,  etc. 

Swinton  : 

6  wardens  supervising  schemes  in  : — 
Kilnhurst  bungalows. 

St.  Johns  Road  bungalows,  Swinton. 
Meadow  View  bungalows,  Kilnhurst. 
Thomas  Street  Estate,  Swinton. 

Highfield  Estate,  Swinton. 

Brameld  Road.  Swinton. 

Wath-upon-Dearne  : 

6  wardens  supervising  schemes  at 
Almond  Place,  Wath. 

Barnsley  Road/Edward  Road,  etc.,  Wath. 
Brampton  Road/Christchurch  Road. 

West  Melton. 

Blake  Avenue/Wordsworth  Road/ 

Christchurch  Road,  etc.,  West  Melton. 
Varney  Road/Mount  Pleasant  Road,  etc., 
Wath. 

Chapel  Street/Cemetery  Road,  etc.,  Wath. 


Meals  on  Wheels  : 

This  service  is  intended  for  persons  of  pensionable  age 
only  who  are  suffering  from  malnutrition  or  due  to  some  other 
disability  or  illness  are  unable  to  cook  their  own  meals. 
Containers  for  the  service  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
who  also  subsidise  the  meals  as  necessary.  The  recipient  is 
charged  one  shilling  per  meal,  and  in  most  areas  distribution 
is  by  voluntary  service. 


Urban  District 

No.  of 
Persons 

Frequency 

Total  meals 
Weekly 

Conisbrough 

60 

Twice  weekly 

120 

Dearne 

48 

Four  days  a  week 

192 

Mexborough 

96 

Twice  weekly 

192 

Rawmarsh 

50 

Twice  weekly 

100 

Swinton 

48 

Twice  weekly 

96 

Wath-on-Deame 

42 

Twice  weekly 

84 

TOTALS 

344 

784 
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Health  Education  : 

Schools  : 

In  all  the  areas  of  the  Division  at  least  one  member  of 
the  Health  Visiting  staff  undertakes  Health  Education  in 
schools,,  particularly  in  secondary  departments.  The  Health 
Education  programme  covers  a  wide  range  of  subjects  ranging 
from  ante-natal  care  to  care  of  the  aged,  prevention  of  disease, 
personal  hygiene,  prevention  of  accidents  and  mothercraft. 
The  dangers  of  smoking  and  drug  taking  are  also  important 
subjects  which  are  discussed. 


Clinics  : 

The  opportunity  is  taken  at  both  infant  welfare  and 
ante-natal  relaxation  clinics  to  show  films  and  initiate  discus¬ 
sion  with  mothers  on  Health  Education  topics.  Relaxation 
classes  are  held  in  seven  centres  and  1,700  expectant  mothers 
attended  during  the  year,  and  additionally  32  other  visitors 
attended  including  husbands.  Films,  film  strips  and  other  visual 
aids  are  all  employed  at  these  classes  to  teach  ante-natal  care, 
mothercraft  and  personal  hygiene. 


The  Health  Visitors  arrange  displays  in  clinics  and 
help  with  the  construction  of  exhibitions  at  other  centres 
dealing  with  Health  Education  topics. 


Mothers’  clubs  are  held  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  at 
Wath-upon-Dearne,  Thurnscoe,  Goldthorpe  and  Rawmarsh 
either  weekly  or  fortnightly.  All  young  mothers  are  encouraged 
to  join  and  an  interesting  and  varied  programme  is  arranged. 
Talks  have  been  given  by  decorators,  travel  agencies  and 
dieticians  at  these  meetings,  and  occasionally  visits  are  made 
to  factories  and  works.  Each  club  has  a  large  enthusiastic 
membership. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE  —  SECTION  29 

The  provision  of  domestic  help  is  based  on  medical 
grounds  and  usually  requires  a  supporting  medical  certificate 
from  the  family  doctor.  The  service  may  be  provided  for  the 
ill,  aged,  mentally  disordered,  for  the  care  of  young  children 
and  for  the  expectant  mother. 


B  24 


The  service  is  not  free,  each  applicant  being  required 
to  complete  a  form  giving  details  of  financial  circumstances, 
and  the  charge  for  the  service  is  assessed  after  consideration  of 
these  details.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  service  in  respect  of 
applicants  in  receipt  of  a  supplementary  pension  from  the 
Ministry  of  Social  Security. 

The  demand  for  the  service  continues  to  increase,  and 
42  additional  cases  were  served  in  1968  over  the  total  for  the 
previous  year.  The  following  are  statistics  relating  to  the 
service  for  the  year  1968  : — 

Establishment  of  domestic  helps  ...  ...  ...  99 

No.  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  31/12/68 

part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

(equivalent  of  97.6  full  time) 


Groups  receiving  assistance  : — 


(1) 

Maternity  (including  expectant 
mothers) 

No.  of 
Cases 

22 

Hours 

955 

(2) 

Chronic  sick 

(a)  aged  65  plus 

1,495 

188.492 

(b)  aged  under  65  and 
tuberculosis  ... 

112 

10,407 

(3) 

Others 

25 

2,080 

(4) 

Mentally  disordered 

12 

1,225 

TOTALS  : 

1 ,666 

203,159 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Subnormal  or  Severely  Subnormal  : 

Number  under  care  and  guidance 

Number  of  ascertainments 

Number  attending  training  centre 


513 

14 

140 
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Mentally  Ill : 

Number  discharged  from  psychiatric  hospital  ...  105 

Number  requiring  after-care  ...  ...  ...  573 

Number  of  visits  involved  for  after  care  and 
patients  referred  from  out-patients  clinics  ...  2,741 

Number  of  cases  referred  to  out  patients 

psychiatric  clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  referred  to  rehabilitation  centres  ...  10 

Number  referred  to  Youth  Employment  Office 

under  17  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  6 


Out-Patients  Clinics  : 

Monday  and  Thursday — 

Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough 
Consultant — Dr.  K.  Myers 

Miss  D.  Bailey  and  Mr.  P.  Leslie  attend  in  turn 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Redman 

Liaison  is  also  maintained  with  the  following  hospitals  : 
Doncaster  Gate  Hospital,  Rotherham. 
Consultants — Dr.  Addis  and  Dr.  Parkin. 

Moorgate  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

Consultant — Dr.  Addis. 

Northern  General  Hospital,  Sheffield. 
Consultant — Dr.  Kerry. 


Mentally  subnormal  patients  not  attending  training  centre  : 


Number  resident  in  hostels 
Males 

f  f  »  •  •  •••  ••• 

Females 

Males  occupied  at  home 
Females  occupied  at  home 


37  working  full-time 
3  working  part-time 
20  working  full-time 
19 
28 


In  the  year  of  the  last  census,  just  over  110,000  patients 
were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
just  over  100,000  patients  were  discharged  from  the  same 
hospitals.  In  that  year  too,  4,000  patients  were  admitted  to 
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hospitals  for  the  mentally  sub-normal,  and  there  were  3,000 
discharged.  These  were  patients  who  had  always  been  of  very 
low  intelligence,  and  in  this  they  differ  from  people  who  are 
suffering  from  mental  illness. 

Today’s  psychiatric  hospitals  are  providing  some  of  the 
most  modern  treatment  that  is  available  anywhere  in  the 
world.  This  is  why  increasing  numbers  of  patients  are  being 
helped  to  make  their  way  back  into  ordinary  life.  However, 
some  of  them  may  not  have  families  to  which  they  can  return 
and  perhaps  no  home  at  all.  Some  need  to  be  retrained  to  take 
up  new  occupations. 

Fortunately,  the  community  is  keeping  pace  with  the 
needs  of  these  patients.  Almost  nine  years  ago  the  Mental 
Health  Act  was  passed,  and  this  was  not  only  a  landmark  in 
the  history  of  our  attitude  to  mental  illness,  it  was  a  lighthouse 
as  well.  It  illustrated  how  many  people  who  were  in  mental 
hospitals  could  be  safely  discharged  and  absorbed  into  com¬ 
munity  life.  Some  might  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  family 
whilst  others  could  be  resettled  in  hostels  to  be  provided  by 
the  local  authority.  There  are  now  sheltered  workshops  at 
mental  hospitals  where  patients  who  are  recovering  from 
mental  illness  can  be  given  work  to  do  and  taught  how  to  do  it 
correctly.  This  helps  them  to  resume  normal  full-time  employ¬ 
ment  on  their  individual  discharge.  Social  clubs  for  convalescent 
patients  where  they  can  be  helped  to  readjust  themselves  are 
also  provided,  and  the  psychiatric  social  club  in  this  Division 
known  as  the  “Rock  Club”  is  now  in  its  eighth  year  of  existence 
and  still  flourishes  with  84  members.  Its  facilities  include  table 
tennis,  dancing,  film  shows  ;  and  dressmaking  and  physical 
culture  classes  have  been  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the 
local  further  education  department. 


Training  Centres  : 

There  were  140  trainees  on  the  register  at  the  Wath- 
upon-Dearne  Training  Centre  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped 
at  the  31st  December,  1968.  12  of  these  were  cared  for  in  the 
Special  Care  Unit  which  has  provision  for  severely  subnormal 
patients.  The  Unit  provides  daytime  care  for  patients  who  are 
both  mentally  and  physically  handicapped  and  for  whom 
parents  do  not  wish  permanent  hospital  care.  Specially  hired 
mini-buses  convey  these  patients  to  the  Centre  each  day. 

The  Junior  Wing  of  the  Centre  which  caters  for 
children  under  16  years  of  age  has  four  classes.  In  the  Senior 
Wing  most  of  the  trainees  are  employed  in  workshops  in  the 
production  of  numerous  items  for  the  County  Supplies  Depart¬ 
ment.  There  is  also  a  laundry  department,  and  the  senior  boys 


B  27 


maintain  the  grounds  of  the  Centre  where  they  have  recently 
constructed  a  magnificent  greenhouse.  An  incentive  pay  award 
is  made  to  all  trainees  engaged  in  industrial  work  over  the  age 
of  16  years. 

The  Centre  has  its  own  modern  kitchen  where  dinners 
are  prepared  for  all  the  trainees.  There  is  an  active  Parent 
Teacher  Association  and  the  Centre  benefits  financially  from 
this  organisation  as  well  as  from  other  voluntary  organisations 
in  the  area.  The  employees  of  the  Manvers  Main  Coking  Plant 
generously  donate  a  portion  of  their  profits  from  the  sale  of 
“Coal  News’'  to  the  Centre  funds. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Two  full-time  Departmental  Medical  Officers  are 
employed  in  the  School  Health  Service,  and  the  staff  is 
supplemented  by  the  employment  of  a  retired  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  and  general  practitioners  on  a  part-time  basis. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  move  from  routine  school 
medical  inspections  to  selective  examinations,  and  plans  were 
in  hand  to  introduce  in  1969  pre-school  medical  examinations 
for  children  from  the  age  of  years. 


Table  I 

Inspection  of  School  children  1968  : 


Entrants 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

2,143 

First  Year  Secondary  ... 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

— 

Last  Year  Secondary  ... 

♦ • •  •••  ••• 

310 

Total 

2,453 

No.  of  special  inspections 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

681 

No.  of  re-inspections  ... 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

95 

Total 

776 

Total  Inspections 

3,229 
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Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99*91% 

Found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  0*09% 

The  percentage  of  pupils  found  to  be  satisfactory  on 
examination  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales  and  for  the  County  as  a  whole.  The  percentage 
requiring  treatment  is  also  about  the  national  average. 


Table  II 

Cleanliness  and  Head  Infestation  : 

Total  No.  examinations  made  for  this  purpose  14.401 
Total  No.  found  infested  ...  ...  ...  551 

Total  percentage  found  infested  ...  ...  3*8'% 


Table  III 

Care  of  Handicapped  Children  : 

Milton  Day  School — E.S.N.  ...  ...  ...  100 

Residential  School — E.S.N.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Residential  School — Deaf  or  Partially  Deaf  18 

Residential  School — Deaf  E.S.N. 

Residential  School — Blind  ...  ...  ...  2 

Residential  School — Partially  Sighted  ...  2 

Residential  School — Delicate  ...  ...  13 

Residential  School — Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  15 

Residential  School — Physically  Handicapped 

excluding  Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  5 

Residential  School — Epileptic 

Residential  School — Maladjusted  ...  ...  9 


Total  167 
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Table  IV 

B.C.G.  vaccination  13  years  and  older  school  children  : 

No.  of  children  offered  testing  and  vaccination 

if  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,982 

No.  of  acceptances  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,651 

Percentage  of  acceptance  ...  ...  ...  83-9% 


Pre-vaccination  Tuberculin  Test  : 

No.  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,445 


Result  of  Test  : 

No.  Positive 

No.  Negative 
No.  Not  ascertained 
Percentage  Positive 
No.  Vaccinated 


217 

1,171 

57 

15-6% 

1,171 


Table  V 

Audiometry  : 

No.  tested 
No.  with  no 
No.  referred 


loss  ...  ... 

to  School  Audiology 


1,855 

1,671 

Clinic  ...  184 


It  is  with  regret  that  I  record  the  death  of  Dr.  C.  C. 
Harvey,  the  Consultant  Paediatrician,  in  October  1968.  We 
shall  miss  his  valuable  contribution  to  child  health  care  in 
this  area. 


Dr.  J.  D.  Orme  is  Consultant  in  charge  of  the  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  and  his  help  is  invaluable.  We  are  also 
fortunate  in  having  the  services  of  Miss  M.  A.  C.  Jones, 
Consultant  Ophthalmologist,  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Bannerjee  to  whom 
all  visual  defects  are  referred. 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  hospital  services  for  the  area  are  administered  by 
the  United  Sheffield  Hospitals,  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  with  the  following  hospital  management  committees; 
Sheffield  No’s.  1,  2  and  3,  Rotherham,  Barnsley  and  Doncaster. 


General  hospital  services  : 

Sheffield  Royal  Hospital 

Sheffield  Royal  Infirmary 

Sheffield  City  General  Hospital 

Rotherham  Moorgate  and  Doncaster  Gate 
Hospitals 

Barnsley  Beckett  and  St.  Helen  Hospitals 
Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary 
Mexborough  Montagu  Hospital 


Infectious  Diseases  hospital  services : 
Kendray  Isolation  Hospital 
Doncaster  Tickhill  Road  Hospital 
Sheffield  Lodge  Moor  Hospital 


Maternity  hospital  services  : 

Sheffield  Jessop  Hospital 
Rotherham  Moorgate  Hospital 
Mexborough  Montagu  Hospital 
Barnsley  St.  Helen  Hospital 
Listerdale  Maternity  Home 
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Chest  Clinics : 


Mexborough  Chest  Clinic — Dr.  J  D.  Stevens. 
Rotherham  Chest  Clinic — Dr.  A.  C.  Morrison 


Laboratory  Services  : 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Wakefield  (Director:  Dr.  L.  A.  Little) 
and  at  Sheffield  (Director:  Dr.  E.  H.  Gillespie). 
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Sections  “C”,  “D”  and 
contributed  by  Mr.  E.  Fuller. 


”E  of  this  Report  have  been 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SECTION  “C” 

ENVIRONMENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Considerable  activity  in  the  field  of  Slum  Clearance  was 
maintained  almost  to  the  end  of  the  year,  when  all  but  three 
dwellings  on  the  1965-70  Programme  had  been  dealt  with. 
The  White  Paper  “Old  Houses  into  New  Homes”  provided 
a  useful  indication  of  future  trends,  but  seemed  to  include 
latent  problems  and  difficulties  in  generally  useful  proposals. 

Atmospheric  pollution  control  moved  forward  with  the 
confirmation  of  the  largest  area  so  far  declared  (over  700 
dwellings),  and  the  amount  of  general  administrative  work  of 
the  department  showed  a  considerable  increase.  (There  were 
twice  as  many  general  complaints  and  enquiries  than  the 
previous  year  and  254  legal  documents  were  sent  by  Recorded 
Delivery  -  two  and  a  half  times  the  previous  year) .  Increasingly, 
local  government  is  taking  a  more  active  part,  and  as  services 
are  offered,  more  advantage  is  taken  of  them. 


Summary  of  Visits 


Nuisances  and  repair 

...  •  •  • 

284 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits 

.  .  .  ... 

447 

Hairdressers 

...  •  •  . 

39 

Smoke  Control  Areas  Nos.  1  1 

6  13  ... 

379 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

•  •  •  ... 

502 

Licensed  Premises 

•  •  •  ... 

3 

Drain  Tests 

•  ••  •  •  • 

62 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

•  •  •  ... 

17 

Factories  -  Sanitary  Accomm 

odation  ... 

21 

Food  Premises 

•  •  •  ... 

28 

Improvement  Grants 

...  ... 

130 

Rats  and  Mice 

...  ... 

396 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

...  ... 

3 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ... 

36 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 

...  ... 

13 

Drainage  Work  ... 

...  ... 

129 

Out- 

Out- 

standing 

Issued 

Abated 

standing 

Notices  for  Abatement 

at 

in 

in 

at 

31/12/67 

1968 

1968 

31/12/68 

Informal 

14 

68 

55 

27 

Statutory 

1 

1 

2 

— 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Further  problems  arose  in  the  Glebe  Road/Piccadilly 
Road  area  from  the  effluent  from  the  battery  hen  and  pig  farm. 
In  the  absence  of  confirmed  complaints  during  1967,  it  had 
been  assumed  that  the  nuisance  had  been  abated  and  it  was 
some  time  before  it  was  definitely  established  that  the  farm 
was  once  again  the  source  of  a  nuisance.  At  the  same  time,  a 
choked  sewer,  a  broken  gas  main,  the  chemical  works  and  the 
mink  farm  were  being  suggested  as  the  source,  and  investigated 
in  an  attempt  to  identify  the  problem.  This  indicates  the  need 
for  care  before  instigating  proceedings  which  may  jeopardise 
a  person’s  livelihood.  Fortunately,  the  owner  of  the  establish" 
ment  was  at  all  times  helpful,  and  in  this  way,  arrangements 
were  in  hand  at  the  year  end  for  the  trial  of  an  effluent  disposal 
method  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  effect  a  cure. 

The  mink  farm  proved  troublesome  and  it  was  necessary 
to  serve  an  Abatement  Notice  to  prevent  nuisance  from  smell. 
The  owner  reported  that  he  was  making  alternative  arrange- 
ments  and  hoped  to  secure  another  site  (out  of  this  district), 
to  which  he  would  move  before  the  1969  breeding  season. 
The  problem  arises  between  this,  and  pelting  time,  when  the 
site  facilities  are  inadequate  for  the  number  of  mink  accom¬ 
modated.  For  many  years,  the  low  production  caused  no  over¬ 
loading  and  there  was  no  major  problem,  but  as  the  business 
expanded,  a  serious  nuisance  arose. 

Drainage  problems  were  caused  by  careless  demolition 
of  unfit  houses,  several  drains  in  use  being  damaged.  Few 
demolition  contractors  notify  the  department  when  operations 
commence  and  often  drains  are  damaged  or  broken,  or  are 
not  properly  sealed,  before  a  visit  can  be  made.  The  resultant 
action  necessary  is  usually  involved  and  difficult,  particularly 
where  there  are  several  owners. 

Two  dwellings  at  Wentworth  Road  were  improved,  and 
properly  drained,  the  privies  being  discontinued. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  water  closets  ...  4,861 

Number  of  houses  on  the  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,852 


Number  of  houses  with  satisfactory  private  drainage  11 

Number  of  houses  with  unsatisfactory  private  drainage  6 

Number  of  houses  with  chemical  closet  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  with  earth  or  pail  closets  or  privy  5 

Number  of  houses  with  privies  converted  ...  ...  2 
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The  unsatisfactory  private  drainage  is  so  regarded 
because  waste  water  is  to  an  ill-defined  soakaway,  but  causes 
no  nuisance,  (no  sewer  available).  Action  was  pending  at  the 
year  end  for  the  conversion  of  the  last  remaining  privy. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Agriculture  (Safety. 
Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act  1956. 


Water 

No  major  water  supply  problems  arose  during  the  year, 
all  dwellings  in  the  area  having  a  piped  supply  into  the  house 
over  a  sink.  There  were  several  instances  during  the  year  of 
black  deposits  in  the  water  (none  recorded  last  year),  which 
were  dealt  with  by  Sheffield  Corporation  Waterworks  (the 
water  authority).  No  houses  have  a  private  supply,  and  the 
natural  fluoride  content  is  point  one  part  per  million. 

50  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  were  examined, 
and  all  proved  satisfactory. 


Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  bathing  pools  in  the 

area. 


Improvement  Grants 

No  improvement  areas  were  declared  during  the  year, 
but  work  continued  on  the  “informal”  area  at  Queen  Street. 
All  householders  had  been  contacted  at  the  year  end,  and  four 
dwellings  remain  to  be  improved.  There  are  other  dwellings 
without  the  basic  amenities,  but  tenants  have  not  reguested 
improvement.  24  grants  were  approved  during  the  year  and  at 
34  dwellings,  improvements  were  completed. 


Factories 

31  factories  are  now  shown  on  the  register,  and  in  five 
instances,  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  was  noted, 
appropriate  letters  were  sent  and  four  were  outstanding  at  the 
year  end. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1 

2,  3, 4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities 

_ 

_ 

_ m 

_ 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

31 

17 

5 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority. 
(Excluding  outworkers 
premises)  . 

TOTAL 

31 

17 

5 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

No.  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars 

Re- 

Referred 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

medied 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

0) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  outworkers  are  registered  in  this  area. 
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Canal  Boats 

No  difficulties  arose  with  canal  boats  during  the  year, 
10  boats  being  registered,  none  of  them  being  occupied  by  a 
family. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Three  cases  of  suspected  bacteriological  food  poisoning 
were  reported  during  the  year.  Each  case  was  investigated  and 
faeces  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  In 
the  event  of  a  positive  result  being  received  from  the  laboratory, 
submission  of  samples  is  continued  until  a  negative  result  is 
obtained,  indicating  that  the  patient  is  no  longer  carrying  the 
organism. 

Brief  summaries  of  the  three  cases,  and  results  of  samples 
taken,  are  given  below  : 


Results  of  Samples  Taken 

Primary 

Re-takes 

Positive 

Negative 

Positive 

Negative 

3 

7 

3 

(  1 )  A  family,  two  members  of  which  suffered  mild  illness. 
Salmonella  organisms  were  isolated  from  samples.  It  was 
not  possible  to  ascertain  the  source. 

(2)  The  Health  Department  of  a  holiday  resort  reported  a 
Swinton  man,  who.  together  with  other  members  of  a 
touring  holiday  party,  had  been  taken  ill  whilst  at  a  hotel 
in  the  town.  Subsequently,  Clostridium  Welchii  organisms 
were  isolated  from  meat  served  with  a  meal  at  the  hotel. 
Samples  were  taken  from  the  man  and  his  wife;  one  positive 
(Salmonella  Typhi.)  result  was  obtained. 

(3)  In  July,  four  cases  of  paratyphoid  were  reported  in  Sheffield 
and,  with  a  view  to  tracing  any  possible  contacts,  a 
newspaper  appeal  was  made  for  anyone  who  had  stayed 
at  a  certain  holiday  resort  during  the  relevant  period, 
to  contact  their  Health  Department.  One  local  family 
came  forward,  and  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory;  fortunately,  all  proved  negative. 

No  other  notifiable  diseases  were  recorded. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Only  one  unauthorised  van  was  sited  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  and  it  moved  on  after  three  days  following 
repeated  visits.  This  van  was  of  a  high  standard,  towed  by  a 
landrover  and  accompanied  by  the  now  familiar  “grained 
wood  and  chrome",  one  and  a  half  ton  lorry,  with  horse-box 
trailer. 
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Hairdressers 

Fourteen  ladies’  and  four  gentlemen’s  hairdressing 
establishments  were  on  the  register  at  the  year  end,  all  are 
generally  satisfactory. 

Pest  Control 

Rat  infestation  continued  at  about  the  same  level  as 
last  year,  and  no  evidence  of  immunity  to  Warfarin  was 
found.  No  sewer  treatments  could  be  carried  out,  but  there 
was  no  evidence  to  suggest  sewers  as  a  source  of  ground 
infestation. 

Several  buildings  and  areas  were  sprayed  for  Clover 
Mite,  and  no  problem  arose.  Only  one  instance  of  bed-bug 
infestation  (in  a  very  clean  house)  was  recorded,  and  a  fairly 
heavy  infestation  of  fleas  at  a  shop  was  investigated  and  treated 
successfully.  (The  source  of  this  problem  was  traced  to  a  cat). 

Isolated  reports  of  cockroach  and  silverfish  infestation 
were  also  dealt  with,  and  advice  and  assistance  were  given  in 
clearing  wasps’  nests,  but  this  service  cannot  be  a  complete 
one,  and  is  confined  to  spraying  with  a  suitable  insecticide. 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1  No.  of  properties  in  district. 

5,554 

2 

2(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

74 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

74 

(ii)  Mice 

— - 

— - 

3(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notifi¬ 
cation 

15 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

15 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— 

SEWERS 

4  No  sewer  treatments  were 

done. 

— 

Air  Pollution  Control 

Further  progress  was  made  towards  cleaning  the  air 
of  Swinton  by  the  making  of  the  No.  13  Smoke  Control  Order 
affecting  about  700  houses.  The  amount  of  work  involved  and 
remaining  to  be  done  connected  with  this  area  is  considerable. 
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but  the  return  in  amenity  is  immeasurable.  The  wisdom  of 
Swinton’s  1964  policy  of  not  permitting  the  erection,  apart 
from  one  or  two  in  isolation,  of  dwellings  not  subject  to  smoke 
control,  is  strengthened  when  it  is  realised  that  even  though 
industrial  pollution  has  fallen  by  at  least  50%,  total  pollution 
has  only  slightly  decreased  in  the  past  20  years  because  of 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings.  Without  the  current 
policy,  actual  pollution  would  have  increased  by  probably 
30  -  40%.  It  is  no  good  cleaning  the  air  if,  at  the  same  time, 
the  houses  themselves  suffer  a  reduction  in  heating  standards, 
and  it  has  been  possible  for  some  time  to  ensure  better  heating 
standards  without  smoke  emission,  by  the  installation  of  modern 
appliances.  It  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  some  appliances 
which  are  unfortunately  available  which  offer  poor  heating, 
high  cost,  or  lack  of  convenience,  and  sometimes  all  three  at 
the  same  time.  These  have  not  been  provided  by  Swinton  and 
better  heating  and  clean  air  are  truly  agreeable  partners. 


The  position  in  Swinton.  at  June,  was  as  follows  : 


Total  number  of  houses 

1948 

3,346 

1968 

4,867 

Estimated  number  of  Bathrooms  ... 

... 

1  700 

3,600 

Total  number  of  smoke  controlled 

houses 

— 

727 

Total  number  of  smoke  controlled 
(bathrooms) 

houses 

►  •  •  • 

727 

Number  of  houses  not  smoke  controlled  ... 

3,346 

4,140 

This  shows  an  increase  of  non-controlled  or  “smoky’’ 
dwellings  of  24%  (4140  -  3346)  x  100  with  consequent 

3346 

increases  of  smoke  emission.  The  new  dwellings  have  bath¬ 
rooms  and  hot  water,  almost  all  of  them  with  coalfired  back 
boilers.  These  desirable  amenities  for  personal  and  household 
cleanliness  result  in  higher  coal  consumption  and  therefore 
pollution,  from  which  there  is  no  respite  during  summer  months, 
because  of  the  continuous  need  for  hot  water.  Domestic  pol¬ 
lution  increase  was  arrested  in  1964,  its  reduction  commenced 
in  1965  with  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  11  and  continues  w  ith 
area  No.  1  3. 

After  1st  June  1970,  the  operative  date  of  the  No.  13 
Area,  there  will  be  approximately  1 .800  houses  under  smoke 
control.  Areas  will  be  defined  to  produce  a  reasonable  size 
commensurate  with  cost  and  administration,  but  it  would 
seem  realistic  to  assume  a  completion  time  of  at  least  ten  years. 
The  programme  will  have  to  be  phased  with  slum  clearance 
and  if  possible,  with  improvements.  Over  the  next  10  years. 
300-400  houses  may  be  cleared  which  leaves  a  nett  figure  of 
2,600  houses  to  be  smoke  controlled,  many  of  these  however, 
may  be  voluntarily  converted  before  the  making  of  Orders. 
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The  pollution  figures  for  the  deposit  gauge  at  Station 
No.  1  in  the  No.  1 1  Smoke  Control  Area  continues  to  show 
a  reduction  as  would  be  expected.  The  figure  of  66  tons  per 
square  mile  for  June  must  be  suspect,  and  the  possibility  of 
accidental  contamination  must  be  accepted.  Sulphur  figures 
show  only  a  slight  reduction,  again  to  be  expected,  because 
the  majority  of  dwellings  in  this  area  consume  smokeless  solid 
fuel  with  a  sulphur  content  comparable  with  coal. 

At  December  31st  1968,  the  following  applied  : 

Number  of  Smoke  Control  Areas 

operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  Area  Covered  by  Smoke  Control 
Areas  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Dwellings  in  Operative  Areas 

Number  of  Dwellings  in  Area  No.  13 
(Operative  1.6.70)  ... 


160  acres 

727  approximately 

704 


It  is  estimated  that  a  further  720  dwellings  will  be 
erected  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  already  operative  during  the 
next  4  years.  This  latter  figure  includes  328  Council  Houses 
to  be  built  with  smokeless  district  heating.  The  height  of  the 
boilerhouse  chimney  was  approved  at  61  feet  after  represent¬ 
ation  to  and  consultation  with  the  heating  engineers,  and  this 
should  ensure  acceptable  ground  level  standards.  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  the  chain-grate  stokers  originally  specified  have 
had  to  be  replaced  by  underfeed  stokers.  This  is  apparently 
necessary  because  of  a  Ministry  requirement  that  larger  boilers 
be  installed  which,  with  chain-grate  stokers,  are  incapable  of 
operating  at  low  heat  outputs,  a  firing  condition  necessary 
during  the  summer  months. 

Experience  of  underfeed  stokers  does  show  that  they 
cannot  be  relied  upon  for  continued  smokeless  operation,  and 
the  question  is  the  extent  to  which  smoke  emission  can  be 
accepted. 

Industrial  pollution  was  less  of  a  problem,  although 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  commissioning  of  a  new  coal- 
fired  installation  and  smoke  emission  was  excessive,  this  was 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  Coal  Board’s  Technical  Officers 
at  the  year  end.  Further  problems  arose  when  at  another  plant, 
a  boiler  failed  and  had  to  be  extensively  repaired,  resulting  in 
the  overloading  of  the  remaining  boilers  until  the  work  was 
completed. 

Scrap  yards  burning  rubber  and  old  cars  were  a  problem, 
and  action  against  one  was  pending  at  the  year  end. 
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Gauges  numbers  2,  3  and  5  have  been  discontinued  because  the  sites  are  no  longer  available 


Noise 


Complaints  of  noise  related  to  air  compressors.  One 
problem  arose  from  a  hired  mobile  compressor,  badly  sited, 
at  a  factory  because  of  a  breakdown  in  the  main  installation. 
Moving  the  unit  reduced  the  problem,  but  the  fault  was  quickly 
remedied  and  the  hired  unit  returned.  In  the  other  instance, 
further  proposed  works  extensions  and  purchase  of  houses 
will  remove  occupants  from  the  noise  source. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Several  minor  contraventions  of  the  requirements  were 
recorded  during  the  year  as  shown  below. 


TABLE  A  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

No.  of 
Premises 
Newly 
registered 
during  the 
year 
(2) 

Total  No.  of 
Premises  regis¬ 
tered  at  end 
of  year 

(3) 

No.  of  Reg 

premises 
receiving 
one  or  more 
general  inspec¬ 
tions  during 
the  year 
(4) 

Offices 

1 

13 

1 

Retail  Shops  . 

11 

51 

11 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

2 

canteens . 

— 

2 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

' 

' 

'  ■ 

Totals 

12 

68 

12 

Total  Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  under  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 
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TABLE  B— ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section 

No.  of  Contraventions 

Found 

4 

Cleanliness 

— 

5 

Overcrowding 

— 

6 

Temperature 

11 

7 

Ventilation 

4 

8 

Lighting 

— 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

8 

10 

Washing  Facilities 

1 

11 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water 

— 

12 

Clothing  Accommodation 

— 

13 

Sitting  Facilities 

— 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

— 

15 

Eating  Facilities 

— 

16 

Floors,  passage,  stairs 

1 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 

— 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons  from  dang.  mach. 

— 

19 

Training  of  young  persons  working  at  dangerous 
machinery. 

— 

23 

Prohibition-heavy  work 

— 

24 

First  Aid 

9 

Other  Matters 

1 1 

TOTAL 

45 
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Table  C — Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered 
premises  by  workplace  at  end  of  year 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  . .  • 

103 

Retail  Shops 

129 

Wholesale  Depts.,  warehouses  ... 

56 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

2 

Canteens 

2 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

Total  . 

292 

Total  Males 

120 

Total  Females  ... 

172 

SECTION  “D” 

HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Much  effort  was  concentrated  on  clearance  during  the 
year,  although  73  houses  were  also  repaired.  The  effort  to 
secure  repair  today  is  considerable  and  the  delays  to  tenants 
probably  exasperating,  but  until  the  law  is  modified  to  permit 
speedier  action,  these  problems  will  continue. 

It  is  also  much  more  difficult  now  that  so  many  houses 
are  owner-occupied.  What  was  a  simple  exercise  in  admini¬ 
stration  where  one  landlord  owned  two  or  more  houses  affected 
by  a  defective  common  item,  becomes  complicated  with  the 
service  of  as  many  notices  as  owners,  and  the  need  to  keep 
all  parties  fully  informed,  if  the  work  is  done  in  default.  The 
inevitable  argument  as  to  the  reasonableness  and  method  of 
cost  apportionment  also  arises.  It  is  not  at  all  certain  that  any 
of  these  problems  will  be  solved  by  the  new  Housing  Bill, 
which,  it  seems,  will  render  slum  clearance  expensive  in  the 
extreme  and  dictate  that  compulsory  purchase  orders  be  made 
in  most  cases. 
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Objections  affecting  36  houses  in  clearance  areas  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  Enquiries  or  hearings  were  held 
on  three  occasions.  One  Enquiry  was  pending  at  the  year  end 
and  the  Minister  upheld  the  Council’s  opinion  in  the  other 
instances.  The  determination  of  unfitness  is  an  extremely 

J 

complex  and  involved  subject  and  rests  on  trained  opinion  and 
the  law,  observations  of  owners,  occupiers  and  others  are 
usually  based  on  emotion  and  not  on  fact  and  should  be  treated 
with  understanding  reservation.  The  compensation  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Bill  should,  in  their  apparent  generosity,  prevent 
real  criticism  of  a  Council’s  action  and  will  help  to  eliminate 
the  old,  badly  maintained  and  dismal  area.  Only  a  few  of  the 
pre-1914  houses  in  Swinton  of  acceptable  standard  remain  to 
be  modernised.  The  others  should  be  cleared  and  a  survey  to 
permit  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  plan  for  this  should 
be  completed  by  the  middle  of  next  year. 


The  following  action  was  taken  during  the  year  : 

Orders  made  and  confirmed  No.  of  Houses 

Queen  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
(including  Clearance  Area  62) 

(Nos.  63-99  Queen  Street)  ...  ...  ...  19 


Rockingham  Road  No.  63  Clearance  Order 

(Nos.  31-49  Rockingham  Road)  ...  ...  10 

Bridge  Street  No.  64  Clearance  Order 

(Nos.  87-91  Bridge  Street)  ...  ...  ...  5 

William  Street  No.  65  Clearance  Order 

(Nos.  50-55  William  Street  and 
5.  6  and  7  Market  Street)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Walker  Street  No.  66  Clearance  Order 

(Nos.  11-19  Walker  Street)  ...  ...  5 

Wyke  Terrace  No.  67  Clearance  Order 

(Nos.  1-5  Wyke  Terrace)  ...  ...  ...  5 


53 
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Other  Action  No.  of  Houses 

249  Queen  Street,  Swinton.  (Closing  Order)  ...  1 

131-134  &  136  White  Lee  Road 

(Closed  by  Agreement  -  for  demolition)  ...  5 

Cliffe  House,  Glasshouse  Lane. 

(Closed  by  Agreement)  ...  ...  ...  1 

64  Charles  Street,  Swinton.  (Closing  Order)  ...  1 

66  and  67  Victoria  Street.  (Demolition  Order)...  2 

135  Piccadilly  Road.  (Closing  Order)  ...  ...  1 

17  Highthorn  Road.  (Closing  Order)  ...  ...  1 

51  Charles  Street,  Swinton. 

(Closed  by  Agreement)  ...  ...  ...  1 

138-143  and  145  White  Lee  Road. 

(Closed  by  Agreement  -  for  demolition)  ...  7 

“20 


Rehousing  is  not  yet  completed  from  the  above  dwellings. 

Orders  Made — Minister's  Decision  Awaited 

Carlisle  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
(including  Clearance  Orders  Nos.  68,  69,  70  6  71) 
(Nos.  la-9  and  17-52  Carlisle  Street)  =  46  houses 

The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was 
1 19,  of  which  46  (Carlisle  Street)  await  the  result  of  an  Enquiry 
(not  held  during  1968).  The  73  dwellings  remaining  are  aug¬ 
mented  by  further  houses  in  areas  declared  earlier  and  con¬ 
firmed  during  1968.  To  the  list  of  461  dwellings  shown  as  dealt 
with  in  my  report  of  last  year,  should  be  added  the  following  : 

No.  of  Houses 


Bridge  Street  :  93-99;  87-91  ...  ...  ...  12 

Walker  Street:  37-49;  11-19  ...  ...  ...  12 

Temperance  Street  :  7,  8,  10,  11  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stevensons  Place:  6-12  and  5-13  ...  ...  9 

Charles  Street,  Kilnhurst  :  14-60  ...  ...  ...  47 

Wyke  Terrace  :  2-5  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Queen  Street  :  63-99;  249  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rockingham  Road  :  31-49  ...  ...  ...  10 

William  Street  :  50-55  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Market  Street  :  5,  6  and  7  .. .  ...  ...  ...  3 

White  Lee  Road  :  131-134;  136;  138-143;  145  ...  12 

Glasshouse  Lane:  Cliffe  House  ...  ...  ...  1 

Charles  Street,  Swinton  :  64;  51  ...  ...  ...  2 

Victoria  Street  :  66;  67  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Piccadilly  Road  :  135  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Highthorn  Road:  17  ...  ...  ...  ...  1_ 

TOTAL  ...  L46 
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The  total  number  dealt  with  (but  not  yet  cleared)  since 
1947  is  607,  bringing  the  total  since  action  commenced  in  1932 
to  1 ,1  43  dwellings. 

The  survey  of  pre-1914  dwellings  was  in  hand  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  so  that  during  1969  a  programme  for  compre¬ 
hensive  clearance  and  improvement  can  be  drawn  up.  The 
number  of  substantial  houses  however  in  Swinton  suitable  for 
modernisation  is  small,  but  selective  clearance  may  improve 
the  surroundings  of  some  of  these  and  render  their  clearance 
unnecessary.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  life  or  type  of 
property,  it  is  better  that  it  be  cleared  and  replaced  by  a  new 
dwelling,  even  though  the  cost  be  high. 

SECTION  “E” 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  two  catering  establishments  in  the  area  serv¬ 
ing  meals  or  snacks  and  three  fried  fish  shops  with  facilities  for 
taking  meals  in  an  evening,  all  are  generally  satisfactory. 
There  are  81  food  shops  in  the  area,  39  of  which  retail  wrapped 
ice-cream.  One  soft  ice-cream  machine  is  installed  in  the  area 
but  is  seldom  in  use. 

The  general  standard  is  satisfactory,  but  it  was  not 
possible  to  maintain  the  desirable  frequency  of  inspection  due 
to  pressure  of  other  work.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  fall  in 
slum  clearance  next  year,  full  attention  can  be  given  to  food 
hygiene. 

The  following  five  complaints  were  made  to  the  office 
during  the  year  : 

1.  Can  of  Corned  Beef 

Not  unfit  -  low  price  and  consequent  poor  quality. 
Retailer  refunded  the  money  and  agreed  not  to  restock 
with  this  “economy”  brand. 

2.  Loaf  of  Bread 

A  sliced,  wrapped  loaf  -  stale  and  showing  signs  of 
mould,  had  not  been  returned  to  the  bakehouse  by  the 
retailer.  Returns  by  the  bakery  were  encouraged  and 
the  delivery  staff  suffered  no  financial  loss. 

3.  Bottle  of  Milk 

A  dirty  milk  bottle,  half  used,  was  brought  to  the  office. 
In  use  it  had  caused  discolouration  of  the  tea.  No  ex¬ 
planation  of  this  could  be  found  and  it  was  thought 
that  home  contamination  may  have  occurred,  or  that 
having  been  used  as  a  firework  rocket  stand,  the  inside 
of  the  bottle  had  received  a  chemical  coating. 
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4.  Bottle  of  Shandy 

A  half-full  bottle  of  shandy  in  which  were  two  pieces 
of  glass  was  received,  and  the  origin  of  the  glass  was 
not  ascertained.  The  manufacturers  of  the  shandv  and 

j 

the  bottles  were  advised  to  check  production  lines  to 
prevent  broken  glass  from  falling  into  bottles  awaiting 
packing  or  filling. 

5.  Fruit  Pie  affected  with  Mould 

This  small  pie  was  purchased  from  a  store  which  had 
failed  to  rotate  its  stock,  the  coding  and  checking  system 
and  the  display  rack  was  extremely  well  devised  by  the 
bakery,  and  no  problem  should  have  arisen. 


There  was  a 

slight  reduction  in  the 

amount  of 

unfit 

food  surrendered,  which  was  as  follows  : 

No. 

lbs. 

oz. 

Tinned  Meat 

.  377 

2,029 

4 

Tinned  Vegetables 

.  688 

687 

3 

Tinned  Fruit 

.  578 

758 

10 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

455 

442 

14 

Tinned  Soup 

.  66 

53 

11 

Tinned  Milk 

.  61 

38 

4 

Tinned  Puddings  ... 

.  118 

138 

7 

Tinned  Fish 

.  42 

16 

9 

Whole  Rice 

...  — 

— 

— 

Fresh  Meat 

.  14 

251 

8 

Imported  food  has  always  been  inspected  by  the  Port 
Health  Authorities.  This  was  conveniently  carried  out  as  ships 
were  unloaded  and  goods  stocked  in  adjoining  warehouses. 
With  the  introduction  of  containerisation  and  the  “roll-on/ 
roll-off’’  refrigerated  trailer  service,  there  is  virtually  no 
unloading  delay  at  the  docks  and  the  container  trailer  can  be 
towed  from  the  ship  direct  to  its  inland  destination.  The  speed 
of  unloading  and  the  absence  of  storage  need  at  the  ports 
prevent  inspection  of  these  containers  at  the  docks,  and  this 
responsibility  has  been  passed  to  inland  authorities.  Containers 
are  accompanied  by  an  official  certificate  and  several  are 
received  each  week  by  the  Danish  Bacon  Co.  Inspection 
arrangements  have  been  made,  and  whilst  a  100%  inspection 
cannot  be  carried  out,  nor  is  it  necessary,  we  inspect  a  higher 
percentage  than  that  which  used  to  be  inspected  at  the  docks. 
This  service  will  be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  experience  over  the 
next  year.  The  trailers  are  left  in  the  parking  area,  their 
refrigeration  units  plugged  into  the  electricity  socket  at  the 
warehouse  until  required. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

No  major  problem  arose  in  this  service  during  the  year, 
and  there  were  no  problems  in  the  Smoke  Control  Areas.  A 
trial  period  was  introduced  to  test  the  suitability  of  paper 
sacks,  and  in  spite  of  the  cost  of  these  sacks,  it  was  estimated 
that  the  time  saved  would  reduce  overall  costs  to  a  figure 
which  equated  with  the  improvement  in  amenity  and  service. 
This  system  is  quieter,  cleaner  and  avoids  the  practice  of 
leaving  dustbins  standing  on  the  footpath  prior  to  emptying. 
Plastic  sacks  were  also  tried  and  were  preferred  by  house¬ 
holders  because  they  were  of  larger  diameter  than  the  paper 
ones  and  could  be  turned  outwards  over  the  top  of  the  bin. 
However,  the  plastic  sacks  tended  to  become  fast  in  the  bin 
when  rubbish  became  wedged  sideways,  and  from  a  collection 
aspect,  were  unsatisfactory.  A  contributory  factor  here  may  be 
that  our  bins  are  corrugated  and  parallel-sided,  and  the  plastic 
sack  tends  to  mould  itself  to  the  bin  shape.  Trials  were  in  hand 
at  the  year  end  with  a  tapered  flat-sided  bin. 

Tipping  of  rubbish  in  sacks  is  virtually  dust-free.  The 
men  have  an  easier  routine  and  further  savings  may  be  possible 
if  a  bonus  scheme  can  be  agreed,  when  appropriate,  although 
such  schemes  can  cause  problems.  It  is  reasonable  to  think 
that  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  refuse  collection  will  be  a 
less  attractive  job  by  comparison  with  others,  and  some  better 
fo^m  of  collection  than  the  40  or  more  years  old  dustbin  method 
will  be  necessary  to  retain  and  attract  staff. 

The  introduction  of  a  paper  sack  scheme  where  the 
existing  service  is  satisfactory  will  not  present  any  savings 
unless  there  are  redundancies,  and  this  I  think  is  unacceptable. 
A  paper  sack  scheme  should  be  “phased  in”  over  a  period  when 
houses  are  being  built,  or  when  a  man  leaves,  so  that  more 
work  can  be  done  by  the  existing  staff,  with  an  acceptable 
bonus  arrangement. 

During  the  past  10  years,  the  number  of  dustbins  emptied 
has  increased  by  39%,  staffing  by  15%,  wage  rates  by  77% 
(wages  represent  80%  of  the  total  cost  of  the  service)  and  total 
cost  bv  86%.  The  improvement  in  service  to  shops  and  the 
vastly  improved  disposal  system  cannot  be  assessed  financially. 

In  spite  of  these  apparently  staggering  figures,  the 
actual  cost  per  bin  for  collection  and  disposal,  has  only  in¬ 
creased  from  lOd.  to  13d.  in  this  period. 

Tipping  under  control  continued  on  the  old  canal  site 
at  Bov/  Broom,  and  no  major  problems  arose.  Adequate  cover¬ 
ing  material  is  not  readily  available,  but  fair  quantities  had 
been  received  by  the  year  end.  Tipping  on  this  section  of  the 
canal  was  nearing  completion  and  arrangements  were  in  hand 
to  move  to  the  north-east  of  Queen  Street  Bridge. 
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Problems  of  disposal  will  become  greater  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  more  expensive.  Many  areas  already  pay  over  25/-  per 
ton  for  disposal,  which  is  high  in  comparison  with  Swinton’s 
estimated  cost  of  about  6/-.  Modern,  high  capacity,  smokeless 
incinerators  to  serve  populations  of  100,000  and  upwards,  may 
produce  costs  as  high  as  35/-  per  ton  for  disposal  and  involve 
long  travelling  distances  with  further  cost  increase,  or  the 
need  for  transfer  loading  stations  with  their  problems  and  cost. 
There  would  seem  to  be  a  case  for  the  smaller  incinerator 
provided  costs  could  be  reasonable  and  until  one  is  available, 
the  smaller  towns  in  less  built-up  areas,  will  inevitably  rely  on 
controlled  tipping  as  a  disposal  system.  Properly  carried  out, 
it  is  inoffensive. 

V ehicles  are  as  follows  :  Date  Registered 

S.  &  D.  Fore  &  Aft  Tipper  (18/25  cu.  yds.) 

(Power  Press) 

S.  &  D.  Fore  &  Aft  Tipper  (18/25  cu.  yds.) 

(Power  Press) 

Fordson  Tractor/Digger/Scraper 
Morris  Lorry  (9  cu.  yds.) 

Morris  J.4  Van 
Frequency  of  Collections 
Number  of  Houses 
Number  of  dustbins  emptied  per  week 
Cost  of  Collection  (estimated) 

Cost  of  Disposal  (estimated)  ... 


Salvage  Revenue  (not  deducted  from  above) 

WARDENS'  SCHEMES 

No  alteration  to  the  Wardens’  Schemes  was  made  during 
the  year,  the  arrangements  continuing  to  prove  satisfactory. 
Six  wardens  are  employed,  providing  oversight  on  a  ‘dispersed’ 
system  to  over  200  tenants,  not  all  of  whom  require,  nor  request 
visits. 


Warden’s  Name  &  Address 

Phone  No. 

Dwellings  Served 

Mrs.  E.  Taylor, 

22  Russell  Road,  Kilnhurst 

Mex.  2531 

Kilnhurst 

Mrs.  G.  Lloyd, 

31  Albany  Road,  Kilnhurst 

Mex.  2630 

Meadow  View 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Horton, 

20  Thomas  Street,  Swinton 

Mex.  3270 

Thomas  Street  Estate 

Mrs.  O.  Blythe, 

30  St.  John’s  Road,  Swinton 

Mex.  2738 

St.  John’s  Road  Estate 

Mrs.  A.  Lesniak, 

20  Grange  Road,  Swinton 

Wath  3385 

Highfield  Estate 

Mrs.  W.  Beech, 

25  Brameld  Road,  Swinton 

Mex.  3200 

Brameld  Road  Area 

1.  1.  63 

1.  9.  67 

1.  4.  59 

8.  10.  65 
1.  8.  66 
7-8  days 
4,867 
5,165 
£14,943 
£1,520 
£16,463 
£1,200 
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Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

TOTALS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


No*  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1968 

Males 


Females 


Total 


Pulmonary 

28 

24 

52 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

11 

14 

31 

35 

66 

No*  Removed  from  Register  during  1968 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  Total 

Deaths 

— 

—  — 

Others  (cured,  re- 

diagnosed,  transfers  of 

area  etc.) 

10 

5 

3 

3  21 

;  v  -  ,  . 

10 

5 

3 

3  21 

Additions  to  Register  during  1968 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  Total 

New  Notifications 

1 

1 

— 

—  2 

Others  (cases  restored  to 

Register,  transfer  etc.)  ... 

— 

— T— 

—  — 

1 

1 

2 

New  Notifications 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  Total 

Age  Groups  : 

25-44  years 

1 

1 

— 

—  2 

1 

1 

— 

—  2 
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Printed  by 


A.  Taylor  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Wombwell.  Barnsley,  Yorks. 


